SWANAGE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  TFE  YEAR 

1941.  > 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  E.J.  O'KEEFFE,  B.A.,  M.R.C*S., 

L.R.C .P • ,  D.P .H. 

•Sanitary  Inspector  E.  SEYMOUR,  M.R.S.I.,  A.M*I-»S«E. 

Certified  Meat  and  Food  Ins;-otor. 


Health  Yisitor  MISS  O’BRYEN  HODGE. 
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The  Medical  Officer  of  Healt  also  holds  the  appointments  of  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  Wareham  Borough  Council,  Wareham  and  Purbeck  Rural 
District  Council,  and  Assistant  Medical  Officer  to  Dorset  County  Council. 


Public  Health  Office,, 

12a*  Institute  Road,, 
Swanage  * 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Swanage  Urban  District  Council* 


Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Swanage  Urban  District  for  the  year  1941o 
The  birth  rate  and  death  rate,  12*19  per  1,000  population,  show  an 
increase  on  the  rates  for  the  previous  year* 

The  health  of  the  district  remained  satisfactory  during  the  year, 
there  being  no  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease*  The  notification 
rates  for  Scarlet  Fever  and  Measles  were  higher  than  the  corresponding 
figures  for  England'  and  Wales,  there  were  15  cases  of  Scar lot  Fever  and 
227  cases  of  Measles  notified;  fortunately  the  disoase  was  of  a  mild 
character  and  there  wero  no  deaths  from  these  or  other  infectious  diseases c 
Good  progress  was  made  during  the  year  with  the  immunisation  of 
children  against  diphtheria.  A  to  nil  of  336  children  completed  the  full 
course  of  immunisation  and  the  percentage  of  the  child  population  immunised 
at  the  end  of  1941  rose  from  23*17%  in  1940  to  43*07%  for  children  under  5 
years,  and  from  22*46%  in  1940  to  37*66%  for  children  between  5  and  15 
yoars.  A  much  higher  percentage  of  the  child  population  must  bo  immunised 
before  the  position  can  be  considered  satisfactory;  greater  efforts  aro 
being  made  to  ensure  that  all  children  are  immunised  against  diphtheria  as 
soon  as  possible  after  the  age  of  one  year* 

Scabies  and  vciminous  conditions  of  the  scalp  have  definitely 
increased  amongst  the  poorer  inhabitants  of  the  district,  due  to  war  time 
conditions  and  the  low  standard  of  sanitary  arrangements  in  housingo 
Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  treatment  of  soabies  and  verminous 
conditions  -at-  the  Cleansing  Section  of  the  First  Aid  Post;  in  this 
connection  invaluable  voluntary  service  bias  been  rendered  by  ladies  of  the 
Local  Rod  Cross  and  St.  John  Organisations  under  tho  supervision  of  the 
Sister-in-Chargo  of  the  First  Aid  Post. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  yoursolvos  for  your  consideration 
and  support,  and  also  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  co-operation  and 
the  efficient  manner  in  which  he  has  carried  out  his  many  duties  during 
the  yoar* 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.J.  O’KEEFFE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Healths 
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EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  5  .  .HSTICS  OF  THE  YEAR., 

Total  c  Me  T jL  * 

j  V-b  SlVtte  )  Logitimato  “ST  ZS  39  )  Birthrate  por  1,000 

)  Illogitinat*  2  2  estimated  resident 

.  )  population 

etill  Births  )  Legitimate _  .  4  3  A  1  )  Ruto  per  1,000  v-.x'v^-  ^ 

)  Illegitimate  '  1  -  1  )  and  •still*  Maths  oc  o6c8i 

,83  32  51  )  Death' rate  per  .1*000 

)  ostinated  average 

)  population  eerr.  ocsoe  lij  o  1 

1-ivo  Births.0,,  _  (For  the  purpose  of  calculation  of  infant  and  maternal 
mortality  ,)  ;  -  -  .  a. 

.V  Total  o  Mt"'Ti 
legitimate  90  45  45 

;r  ilegtimato  2  2- 

rftiil  Births-  (For  the  purpose— of calculation  of  infant  and  maternal 
mortality) 

•  •  Total r  Mb  F_o_  ,  ■ 

Legitimate  ,  5  3  2 

Illegitimate  1  - 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar-General •  s 

■snort  — ‘  .  ..  Deaths.  Bate  per  1,000  total 

( live  and  s tTlTT  birtnc  - 

Ho*  29.  Filer :  '&  post-abort:  sepsis.  ‘Ml  — 

Mo-  30c  Other  puerperal  causes.....  Ml  ^ 

T  otalo  ....a.  .......  •  ••<■••••  Ml 

A  1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Total.  M-  Fp 
Legitimate  2  2 

Illegitimate  -  - 

a 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : - 
'  **  -'  *.  .  * 

« ; All  infants'  per.  1,000  live  births  21c  75 

« .  ’  L'egi-tdnatp.  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births ......  -  22.22 

''•i..  j  'illegitimate  infants-  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births. . «  Mir 

’•  »  r 

Deaths*  IV-om.  jlancer'  ( all.,  ages  )  . . .  * » .  9 

Deaths  I  ron  Mean les  ( all  ages )  - . . . . . 

u*ths  i roi.  7/hooping  Cough  (all  agos  ) . . . . .  M.l 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (all  ages)  . .  Ml 


Birth,  Death,  Infant  and  Haternal  Mortality  Rates 
during  tho  Year  1941 
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0.73 

.  12.19 

21.73 

Nil 
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Nil 

Nil 

There  were  no  specially  noteworthy  causes  of  sicknoss  or  invalidity  during 
the  year,  nor  any  conditions,  of  occupation  or  environment  which  would  appear  to 
have  a  prejudicial  effect  on  health. 

f 

/ 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  F,OR  THE  AREA. 

There  was  no  change  during  the  year  on  tho  services  provided  in  tho  area. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

There  has  been  no. change  in  the  source  of  water  supply  in  the  are a a  All 

water  supplied  is  treated  "by  chlorination. 

Samples  of  untreated  and  treated  water  are  taken  at  regular  intervals 
for  bacteriological  examination. 

Ho.  of  Water  Samples  Examined. 

Corfe  Castle  Source.  Ulwcll  Source. 

Untreated  Wator  54  53 

Treated  Wator  62  71 

Total  number  of  samples  examined  -  240. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  conditions  of  the  water  supply  as  recorded  in 
previous  annual  reports. 

The  samples  of  water  taken  after  chlorination  gave  uniformly  highly 
satisfactory  results  B.  Coli  being  reported  absent  in  all  cases. 

• 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


Total  number  of  inspections  . .  1,360 

Ho.  'of  informal  notices  .................... . .  143 

"  'h  .  ’  complied  with . 141 

"  outstanding . .  2 

”  statutory  "  . . . .  4 

"  "  compliod  with  ..................  4 


*k  >  •  . 


Drainage  and  Sewerage.-  * 

A  length  of  6"  pipe  that  served  twelve  houses  was  repaired  during  the 
ya’ar.  rtyVirtne  of  Section'  20  and  24,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  pipe 
becomes  a* Public  Sewer  and  is  vested  on  the  Local  Authority.  Costs  for 
carrying  out  the  work  of  repair  was  recovered  by  the  Council. 


Drain  Testing,  etc. 


Existing  buildings  -  drains  inspected  . . ....  126 

Hew  buildings  ,f — ! ... .  "  . .  . . . .  2 

Pew  sewer  connections  examined  . . . . . .......  22 

inspected  etc .  .  . . . . . .  40 

Drains  smoke  tested  . . . . .  29 

’’  water  "  . . . . .  7 

Colour  test  applied  . . .  23 

Choked  drains  cleared  . . . . .  43 

sewer  and  manhole  cleared  . . . . .  1 

Drains  reconstructed  . . . .  20 

repaired  . . . . .  13 

New  manholes  built . . . . . . .  10 

Stone  manhole  covers  abolished  . . . . . .  8 

Drains  sealed  off  from  sewer  . . . . .  1 

New  ‘W’.'Cs .  installed . . . .  10 

""  lavatory  basin  installed  . . .  1 

YT.C.  flushing  apparatus  repaired  . . . .  10 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year. 


3-2  (a)  Total  No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . . .  283 

(b)  No.  of  inspections' made- for  the  purpose  . . .  449 

2.  (a)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  (including  under  sub-head  (l)  above) 
which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations  192  and  1932  . . .  83 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  tne  purpose  . . .  166 


5.  .  No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious < to . health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . . . . . . . . 

40  '  No.  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preoeeding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . . . .  20 

v  ... 

.  *  .  t 

'  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices. 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers.  79 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

'  a )  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 


'requiring  repairs  . . . .  20 

2n  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of 'formal  notices 

a.  By  Owners  . . .  20 

b.  By  Local  .authority  in  default  of  Owners  . .  - 


Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act. 


I-.  No.  of"  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which,  notices  wore  served 


requiring  defects  to  ho  remedied  . .  85 

2>  ii o«  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  wore  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices 

a.  By  Ownors  . . . . . . 1  4 

b.  By  Local  Authority  in  default-  of  Ownors  . . . 


Legal  proceedings  wore  taken  in  one  case  with  regard  to  carrying 
out .  contain  repairs  to.  property*  Judgement  was  given  in  favour' of  the 

Council  f 


Housing  Act,  1936  (Part  IV )  Overcrowding. 
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dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  . . 

families  dwelling  therein  . . . . . » 

persons  dwelling  therein  . . . , . «*•*.« 

new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  t'ho  year 

cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ........ 

persons  concerned 'lii  such  cases  . . 


Now  Houses. 


1 

1 
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Total, No*  of  New  Houses  ordotod' during  1941  by  the  Local 

Authority  ... . . ' . . . . 

No.  -of  Houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  . . .  171 

Approximate  No.  of  working  class  houses  in  District  .........  1, 000 


No  building  of  houses  was  undertaken  by  the  Council  during  the 
year®  The  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  remains 
the. .some,  as  in  the  previous  year*  ' 

INSPECTION  AMD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply. 


No.  of  Persons  on  Register  at  ond  of  1941  . .  12 

v.”  .  "  Dairy  Farms  and  other  dairy  premises  on  Register  at 

end  of  1941  . . . . . . . .  16 

Ho-  of  Dairy  Farms  inspected  during  1941  ..V . .  12 

"  Inspections  during  1941 . . . . .  51 

"  Notices  served  . . . . . . . .  15 

"  "  •  complied  with . .  15 

,!  Kilkshops  inspoctod  during  1941  . . . . .  4 

"  Inspections  during  1941  . . .  60 

"  Notices  served  . . . . .  8 

complied  with  . . . .  8 

v  ,  .  ".Hi.lk  Semples  taken  (Ungradod)  . . ........ .  o 

'(Pasteurised)  . . *  14 


Periodic  inspections  of  pasteurising  establishments  were  mado  and 
I  thermometers  usod  in  tho  plant  wore  o  hocked  against  a  standard  tost 
the  mono  tore 

V  Ik  (Special  Designations )  Regulations,  1956  to  1941* 

The  'following  Licenses  were  in  force  under  tho  Milk  (Special 
Designations )  Regulations,  1936  to  1941,  at  tho  ond  of  tho  jrear:- 


No*  of  Pasteurising  Establishments  . . . . .  2 

;  Accredited  Milk  Producers  . . . .  5 

"  Tuberculin  Tested  Producers  . * . .  1 

Pa.,tourisod  Milk. 

Total  samples  of  pasteurised' milk  taken  . » . .  14 

No.  of  samples  which  passed  tho  phosphatase  test  . .  10 

"  „  .  "  "  failed  to  pass  tho  phosphatase  tost  .....  4 

.(.2.0,5  units.,  2.5  units,  3.0  units,'  and1  3.5  units) 


Ho.  of  samples  in  which  tho  bacteria  per  millilitre  was  not 

noro  than  100,000  .  13 

Ho.  of  snnplos  in  which  tho  bacteria  por  nillilitro  was  noro 

than  100,000  . .  1 

(This  sonplo  passed  tho  phosphatnso  tost) 


Ho at  and  Food  Inspection. 


Ho.  of  visits  to  Slaughterhouses  . . . .  10 

"  ,  ”  Heat  Shops  . .  96 

"  Govormont  Moat  Vans  . .  11 

”  "  "  "  Fish  Shops  . . .  19 

"  "  •'  ' «  "  Bakohousos  . . .  43 


Float  Inspection 


Inportod  Float  Inspected: 


Hinds  Fores 

Bono loss 

Hinds 

'Bono loss 

Foros 

Crops  Shoop  &  Lambs 

660  521 

80 

« 

* 

.62 

59  4093 

Homo  Killed:- 

••  - 

Body  Beof 

Sides 

Pigs  ; 

Shoo.p 

Lambs 

Calvos 

141! 

85 

228 

526 

357 

277 

Lo®al  killod  Pigs 

•  •  • 

12 

Rabbits 

ins pec tod 

•  •  • 

50 

'  Chickens 

it 

•  •  • 

55 

Total  Carcases  inspected  ...  5475  Inportod. 

1614J  Hono  Killed. 

Condennod  Food : - 

2  Bovino  Livors  (Distonatosis  and  Cirrhosis)  . 

2  Pigs  Hoads  ( Tuborculosis  )  . . 

2  ”  Plucks  "  . . . . . 

Bone loss  Boof  (Bonotaint  and  Doconposition )  . 

Silvorsi'de,  Kunp,  Thick  Flank  and  Trimmings  (Decomposition 

and  Bruising)  . . . 

Smoked  Bacon  (Decomposition) . . . . . 

Sausages  "  . . . 

Buttor  (Rancid)  . . . 

Imported  Shell  Eggs  . . 

Margarine  (Rancid)  . . ...... . 

Fish  -  Whiting  (Decomposition)  . . 

"  Mixed  ’  "  . . 

•  \ 

Total  weight  of  food  condemned  . . . 

Condennod  for  othor  reasons :- 


20  lbs 

45 

it 

25 

n 

303 

11 

ti 

23j 

11 

54 

11 

16i 

11 

195 

it 

2 

n 

14 

it 

7 

11 

782^ 

it 

Carrotts 
Boans  . . . 
Moat  Roll 
Treacle  ... 


. . .  220  tins 

. . .  22  " 

19  " 

...  224  lb  s . 


Damaged  tinned  food  passod  as  fit  for  human  consumption  ...  1596  tins. 

Throe  hundrod  tins  of  canned  moat  woro  examined  beoauso  of  bad  packing, 
samples  woro  submitted  to  tho  County  Bacteriologist  with  tho  result  that 
thoy  were  passod  as  fit  for  human  consumption. 

Several  tins  of  Horrings  in  Olivo  Oil  takon  from  a  consignment  wero 
also  submitted  for  bacteriological  roport.  Tho  samples  wore  found  to  bo 
totally  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  the  consignment  was  used  for  pig 
food. 


03  CJ 


r 
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Inspections  under  tho  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  other 
ov  ’ ous ly  ino ludod : - 

•  .  L 

Di'sllnf potions  due  to  infectious-  disease  . . 

Revisits  clue  to  •  above  . . . . . . 

•  '  Shops  Act . .......... . . . . . . . 

Schoo  Is  . . . . . . . . . .-. . 

Public  Conveniences  . . . . 

"  ''  (Railway  Station)  . . 

Public  Tip  . . . . . 

Stablos  . .  . . . . . . 

Factory  and  ’Workshops  . . . . • . . 

.  -  •  Licensed  Pronisos  . . . . 

•  -Rat 'Repression  . . . . . .  .  . 

Ront  Restrictions  Act  . . 

Warehouses  . . . . . . . . 

Smoke  Observations  . . . . 

Second-hand  Shops  . . . . • . 

In  respect  of  Drainage  . . . . . . . 


than  those 


EO 

30 

•53 


. . ,  25 
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1 

1  o 

00V 

. . .  23 
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13 
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PREVALENCE  and  control  of  infectious  disease. 


The  following 

aro  particulars 

of  cases  notified  duri 

ng  the  year;- 

Total  Casos 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Disease 

'notified. 

to  hospital.',  i ;; 

**  Deaths, 

Scarlet  Fovcr « 

t-  *  • 

15 

Nil 

Paratyphoid. 

1 

.  •  • 

Nil 

puerperal  Pyre mi a. 

2 

y .  ■*  *’  .  a 

2 

T.T-1  1 

X  «  .X. 

Pneumoniae 

8 

I 

2 

Erysipelas , ’ 

4 

1 

Nil 

Hccislos 

227 

• 

*7  V 

O 

xrA 
ii  1  J- 

Wb  ■  e  p ing  Cough. 

33 

Nil 

Nil 

*  *  - 

, Netif icution  Rates  per  1,000  Civilian ' Population. 


Infectious 
Pi's  coco  ' 


‘England  &  , 

*  Wales 


148  Snallor 
Towps 


* 

i 


Swanagc 


-FT  ho  i  d .  ?  e  v  o  r 

0*03 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.09  ‘ 

Co.robro  Spinal  Fovor  . 

0  o  2  5 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.47  * 

Whopping  Cough 

4.39* ■ 

Pi  pi  theria  v 

1.25 

E:>  '  *s  ire  las 

0o30 

Smallpox 

0.00 

Measles 

10.  o  3  3 

Pneumonia,  v 

1,25 

D i p htho r i a  Innuni s  at i on » 

1, 

Number  of  children  (including 
tempo r ary  residents)  who 
completed  tho  full  courso 
of  immunisation  in  the 
Authority’s  area  be  two on 
1st  January  and  31st 
December,  1941  . 


0o03 
0.09 
0.20 
lc  51 
4c  50 
1.19 
Oo  27 
0.00 
10.47 
1.04 


0 .00 
0.14 
0.00 
2 . 20 
4,84 
Do  00 
0.58 
0.00 
33,35 
1.17 


Age  5  years 

Ago  under 

and  over,  but  j  Total 

5  years 

under  15 

87 

i 

•  ’;!  • 

4 

249  1  356 

11 


Under  5 


Betweon  5  &  15 


I 


A)  Approxinato  ostinatod  nunbor  nf  childron 
in  the  Authority’s  aroa  at  31st  December, 

1'  '  1  •••  Be.  •••  *0*  .  B  •  a  •  0 


404 


1387 


(B)  What  percentage  of  tho  child  population 
shown  undor  (a)  is  it  considered  wore 
irnunisod  at  31st  Doconbor,  1941?  ... 

(This  estinato  should  include,  so  far 
as  can  bo  assossod,  childron  irnunisod 
in  tho  Authority’s  aroa  by  private 
arrangement,  and  childron  who  have  none 
into  the  aroa  after  being  immunised 
elsowhoro. ) 


43.07 


% 


37.66 


Thoro  wore  no  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  during  tho  year. 


Disinfection  of  Bedding,  Clothing,  and  Rooms . 


Scabies  Tuberculosis 

116  (33  from  Warehan  R.D.C. )  12 

Erysipelas  Paratyphoid  ”B" 


Scarlot  Fever  Cancer 
16  6 


Classrooms  of  a  school  and  wards  of  a  local  hospital  were  also 
disinfoctod  during  tho  year  after  casos  of  infectious  disoaso. 

In  one  caso  of  infoctious  disease  it  was  found  necessary  to 
rotriovo  clothing  etcetora  that  had  boon  sent  to  a  public  laundry 
befora  disinfection. 

Several  premises  woro  disinfected  for  floas  during  the  year. 

I 

Tuberculosis . 

No  action  was  necossary  during  the  year  undor  Sec.  172  Public 
Health  act  1936,  or  under  Tho  Fublic  Health  (prevention  of  Tuberculosis 
Regulations,  1925. 

Particulars  of  now  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  all  deaths  during 

1941s- 


One  case  (fonalo  agod  17  years  )  who  died  from  tubercular  meningitis 
had  not  previously  been  notified  as  suffering  from  tho  disoaso. 


Casos  of  Tuberculosis  remaining  on  tho  Register  of  Notifications  on 
31st  Doconbor,  1941:- 


Fu  Inonary 

Noil-Pulmonary  j  Total 

1  Casos 

Halos 

— 

Fonalo  s 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total  | 

12 

7  !  19 

! 

6 

7 

13  32 

i . 

0 


L 


